CITY OF ANTIGO

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 
       MAY 2, 2011
Members Present:
Alderpersons Bauknecht, Balcerzak, and Turnbull, Andrew Hessedal, Sam Hardin, Gary Voytovich, and Mayor Brandt 

Members Absent:
None
Others Present:
Alderperson Dunn; Dale Soumis, Director of Administrative Services;  Chris Berry, Economic Development Corporation; and Jaime Brown, Administrative Clerical. 

This meeting of the Economic Development Committee was called to order on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, City Hall.  Mayor Brandt served as Chairperson and Jaime Brown, Administrative Clerical, recorded the minutes thereof. 
1.   Approval of February 2, 2011 Minutes
Bauknecht moved, Hessedal seconded, to accept the minutes of the February 2, 2011 meeting as previously distributed.  Carried 7-0.
APPROVED

2.   Approval to Rent Edison Club Building to Zumba Class

Angela Cook, Antigo ZUMBA Fitness, provided an e-mail advising that in January she lost her place at the Antigo Community Center.  The First Baptist Church has graciously agreed to rent their basement to her, however it lacks adequate space.  She is requesting to rent the Edison Club at the rate of $12.50 per class.  She holds class Monday through Thursday and Saturday for approximately one hour.  She would also like to host community ZUMBA Fitness events periodically.


Ms. Cook advised that she can provide a Certificate of Insurance which she carries as a licensed instructor.
Dale Soumis, Director of Administrative Services, advised that in February, the utility cost for the Edison Club was $694.16.  This amount will decrease during the summer months as there will be no need to heat the building.  He further advised that if a viable renter would approach the City, she would have to find another location. 

Upon inquiry by Gary Voytovich, Mr. Soumis advised that Ms. Cook would be responsible for insurance coverage.  She has advised that she has insurance, however, Mr. Soumis noted she would need to have a million dollars coverage and he is unsure if she is aware of the amount of coverage.
Upon inquiry by Alderperson Bauknecht, Mr. Soumis added that the City Attorney would draft a lease agreement.

Andrew Hessedal suggested that something be included in the lease agreement regarding a huge increase of utility usage being Ms. Cook’s responsibility.

Bauknecht moved, Voytovich seconded, to approve the rental of the Edison Club building to Angela Cook for the ZUMBA fitness class at $12.50 per class with a rental agreement to be drafted by the City Attorney addressing the possibility of a large increase in utility bills and insurance requirements.  Carried 7-0.

RESOLUTION TO COUNCIL

3.   Façade Grant Program            

Chris Berry, Economic Development Corporation, provided an updated draft of the City of Antigo Downtown Façade Grant Program.


Mayor Brandt would like a change to the second page, Application Review Process #4.  The draft currently reads “If the application is conditionally approved, the owner/tenant will be required to prepare and submit cost estimates and drawings of the proposed work, in order to obtain final approval.”  Mayor Brandt would like it to read “If the application is conditionally approved, the owner/tenant may be required to prepare and submit cost estimates and drawings of the proposed work, in order to obtain final approval.”

Mayor Brandt indicated that the change from will be to may be is necessary as he does not expect a professional drawing for windows or other minor things.


Mr. Soumis indicated that the primary reason is so the committee can see what it would look like for a complete remodel and agrees with the change.


Alderperson Balcerzak questioned the second page #3 to which Ms. Berry indicated that the Economic Development committee is the oversite committee for the grant and the “team” may consist of all of the members or personnel appointed to complete a visit.


Upon inquiry by Alderperson Turnbull, Ms. Berry explained the Grant Award ratio being that the business spends two dollars and the City would spend one dollar.  The committee agreed that the ratio was difficult to understand.  Mayor Brandt suggested taking out the sentence that states “This is a reimbursable 2:1 dollar matching program.”  and follow with the next sentence “For every $3 that the applicant spends, they can be reimbursed $1 of grant funding to a maximum of $3000 per applicant.”


Ms. Berry asked the committee if they would like the grant applications heard in open or closed session to which Mr. Soumis advised open session as this should be as transparent as possible.


Turnbull moved, Balcerzak seconded, to approve the City of Antigo Downtown Façade Grant Program as amended.  Carried 7-0.


RESOLUTION TO COUNCIL

4.   Any Other Matters Authorized to be Discussed by Law


Alderperson Turnbull advised that small communities are waiving property tax increases for a period of time if facades are upgraded.  She would like some research done on this topic so that businesses are not punished for fixing their businesses.

Sam Hardin advised that he believes state statutes does not permit this.


Mr. Soumis indicated that he knows of small communities in other states that do this, but unaware of any communities in Wisconsin.


Alderperson Turnbull noted she will continue to do research on the subject.


Mayor Brandt indicated he would bring this to the City Attorney’s attention for his opinion and research.


INFORMATION ONLY 
5.   Adjournment

Hardin moved, Turnbull seconded, to adjourn at 6:33 p.m.  Carried 7-0.
Mayor Bill Brandt, Chairperson
Date
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