
Elyse Snider Bio 
Elyse is a graduate with departmental honors from 
Barat College in Lake Forest, IL. with a B.A. in 
acting and direction and a minor study in Dance.  
Elyse was accepted to Barat with talent scholarships 
from the Barat theater department and Elgin, IL 
Area Performing Arts.  In 1995, she was one of 
thirty students in the U.S. to be accepted to La Jolla 
Playhouse Conservatoire program at the University 
of California San Diego.  She worked as an 
apprentice for the Playhouse and had the ability to 
work with professional actors, directors, 
choreographers and stagehands.  After graduation 
from Barat, Elyse worked as an intern for 
Steppenwolf Theater in Chicago in the education 
outreach program helping to make the arts 
accessible to schoolchildren. 

Elyse worked as the Creative Arts Manager for the 
Elk Grove Park District in Illinois for 8 years before.  
As part of her job, she taught both dance and 
theater classes to ages ranging form three to adult. 
She was instrumental in starting a winter musical 
production in which she both directed and 
choreographed. She has worked as an artist in 
residence at both Cooke Magnet School in 
Waukegan, IL and Franzen intermediate school in 
Itasca, IL. Elyse also performed with a modern and 
jazz company in the suburbs of Chicago, 98.6 
Degrees Fahrenheit Dance Company (an Illinois Art 
Council member), for three years. As part of the 

companies mission Elyse taught and performed dance lecture all over the 
Chicago land area.  

Elyse then moved to Madison, WI where she both danced and taught for Kanopy 
Dance Company and school of Contemporary dance. During her 3 year with the 
company she was also invited to choreograph multiple times. She received rave 
reviews as one of the “Most innovative and creative new choreographers” by the 
Capital Times. In Madison, Elyse also taught the Movement in Your World 
educational outreach program at Madison Ballet, where she also stared as the 
Crocodile in their world premier ballet Peter Pan. 

Elyse then taught for the Minnesota Ballet in Duluth. She has traveled to Silver 



Bay, MN for Four years in a row now as 
part of a grant for education outreach with 
the Minnesota Ballet.  During the summer 
of 2009 Elyse was part of the first ever Bay 
Front Dance Fest hosted by the Ballet. 
Some of her pieces both for the ballet and 
the Duluth Playhouse were performed at 
the festival. Elyse also choreographed for 
the Minnesota Ballet’s fundraise Celebrity 
Dance Challenge for the past 4 years, in 
which this past year her dance both took 
the audience and the judges top award. 
But her most prized experience was 
choreographing the Minnesota Ballet 
Company this past September during their 
sold out performances of Dances and 
Desserts.   

Elyse also taught and choreographed for the Duluth Playhouse. She has taught 
several children’s and adult based theatrical dance classes. She has worked as 
the chorographer for the Children’s production The Araboolies of Liberty Street, 
Lily Purple Plastic Purse, Guys and Dolls JR., High School Musical 2, Robin Hood 
and her favorite Thirteen. She has also worked as a choreographer with the main 
stage productions of The Full Monty, The Secret Garden, Rent, Sound of Music 
and Hair with the Duluth Playhouse. The summer of 2009 Elyse restaged the 
popular I Love You, Your Perfect, Now Change and toured it to Theater 
L’Hommedieu in Alexandria, MN. Elyse directed The Christmas Survival Guide, a 
staged reading of The Good Body and an all-Teen cast of the edgy play Smoking 
Lessons at the Play Ground Theater for the Duluth Playhouse.  


